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THIS WEEKS HIGHLIGHTS

Happy Thanksgiving

The faculty and staff would like to wish our
school and church families, a Happy and Blessed
Thanksgiving! Enjoy the time with family and
friends. There will not be a newsletter next week.

Thanksgiving Food Drive

These are the last few days to send in food for
the Thanksgiving baskets, no later than Nov. 17.
Please consider helping those families in our
community who are less fortunate than we are.
Thank you for your cooperation and generosity.
Pre-K—Canned pumpkin and other canned fruits
K—Stuffing mix
1% —Boxed mashed potatoes
2" —Cranberry sauce
3""—Canned green beans
4™ —Canned corn
5" _Cornbread and muffin mixes
6" —Gravy and canned or boxed milk
7""—Boxed dessert items
8" —Gift cards to grocery stores or money to
purchase turkeys

Grandparent’s Day

Grandparent’s Day will be held on Tuesday,
November 22, 2011. If your child is going to be
dismissed early with their grandparents, or
significant other, written permission must be
provided before November 22.

We do ask that parents allow the students to
spend this day with their special visitors. Parents
are needed in the main hall as volunteers, but not
in the classrooms on this day. Lunch orders
needed for all who are buying lunch this day.

Don’t forget to send in those photos of your
grandparents—making sure you have marked the
back with the student’s name and grade, so that it
can be returned.

Veteran’s Day celebration

We want to thank all the parents and grandparents
who are veterans or currently serving in the military
for coming out on Thursday to be a part of our
morning prayer service. It was inspirational to hear
the personal accounts of military service. We hope
you will join us again next year!

Parent Teacher Conferences

We would like to thank all of our parents who came
out to have conferences with our teachers. We
would also like to thank our teachers for staying and
making it an extra long day. Communication between
parents and teachers is very important for the
success of all students. Our faculty is always willing
to discuss your concerns or questions about your
child.

Raising Good Children in a Materialistic
World

Mark your calendars and join us on Tuesday,
November 29, 2011 from 7 — 8:30 p.m. for an
informative presentation on the challenges of raising
children in today’s materialistic world. Sister Patricia
McCormack will discuss character development,
moral growth, and establishing a Christian
Conscience. Parents are children’s first educators,
and we need to be ready to guide them for the world
in which they live today. We would like to have
everyone involved at this valuable informational
night, so as an incentive there will be an out of
uniform day and ice cream party for the class with

the highest number of parents in attendance.
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Tuition Assistance Program

There are only 4 Thursdays left to order before
Christmas. Hard to believe isn’t it, but don’t fret,
ordering couldn’t be easier. Buy your cards at
Tuesday Walk-up sales (every other week), fill out the
weekly order form in your white envelope, or try out
the new on-line ordering system. Did you hear the
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news? PrestoPay has lowered the convenience fee
from $.39 to $.15 per transaction, and Safeway
cards are back in stock, so start ordering now.
There will be Walk-up sales on Tuesday, November
22 at Grandparent’s Day with special extended
hours from 9:15 - 11 a.m. In addition, there will be
Walk-up sales on the evening of December 19,
prior to the Christmas program. Our TAP team is
busy at work making this program as user-friendly
as possible. If you haven’t begun ordering your gift
cards, do so now! ‘

Important notice: Because there will be no
white envelope next week, please pick up your
TAP orders in the main office on Tuesday, Nov.
22. Alsoif you place an online order, it will not
be able to be processed until after Thanksgiving.
The school building will be closed during
Thanksgiving break, so no one will be available to
retrieve your orders.

Field of Honor

Our 2" annual Field of Honor event will be held
on May 18-20, 2012. Planning for this great event
must begin now, and our committee from last year
could use some help. Please join us on Thursday,
November 17, 2011 at 7 p.m. for our first
informational and planning meeting. If you
missed it, or are new to our school, you will surely
want to be involved with this highly patriotic and
moving community event. We want to make this
year’'s event even more spectacular than last year.
Plan to attend the meeting, and if you are unable
to attend please sign up with Mrs. Caniglia.

Tuition Assistance for 2012-2013

The Archdiocese of Washington Tuition
Assistance application for the 2012-2013 school
year is on their website at www.adw.org under
Tuition Assistance. Please note if you are applying
online that the Code word is WASH. All
applications are due the first week of December.
That is only a few weeks away. Even if you don’t
think you need assistance, please apply. This is the
only means of support for our school and families.
The more families that apply increase the chances
that our families will receive aid. If you have any
questions, or issues with the application fee please
contact Mrs. Caniglia.

Christmas Raffle

Our annual H.S.A. $1000 raffle is currently
underway. Each family received three books of
tickets per child, and extra books of tickets are
available in the main office. Please sell them to
business associates, family, friends, and neighbors.
Take a chance yourself, and maybe you will be the
lucky winner, These are cheaper than the six-month
rafflel © If you still have outstanding six-month
raffle tickets, please turn them in ASAP!

Student Spotlight
We had several winners of the County First Bank

Art contest. Congratulations to them for their
creativity and hard work.

e Ajay Hill—1* place

e Karmen Krechman—2" place

e Alexandra Waltemyer—3™ place

e P.J. Flores—3" place

e loey Crozier—3™ place

e Gillian Cayabyab --3" place

Important Date
e Nov.18 (Friday)~Early dismissal—1:30 p.m.;
6" grade hot dog lunch; Mass—9:30 a.m.
e Nov. 22 (Tuesday)—Grandparent’s day;
Mass-—~59:30 a.m.
e Nov. 23-25—School closed—Thanksgiving
break
e Nov. 27 { (sunday)—Advent begins
o Nov. 29 (Tuesday)—Parent Information
Session— “Raising Good Children in a
Materialistic World” - Save the Date! ©
+ Nov. 30 (\z\iednesday)——Sth grade high school
placement testing
Upcoming Dates
e Dec. 1 (Thursday)—Auction Preview—7 p.m.—
Adults Only event (free admission)
s Dec. 3 (Saturday)—Auction and Bazaar—9 a.m.
-4 p.m.—All are welcome!
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ADW Tuition Assistance — On-Line

Log into www.psas.org.
Click on “Online Application” on the right side of the screen.

Click on “Click here to begin your Application”

N N

If you are a new on-line applicant, complete fields under “2012-2013 School Year New User” otherwise
login with last year’s email address and password under “2012-2013 School Year Returning User”
Enter the authorization code “WASH”

Complete instructions available on webpage as follows:

A

The First Step involves gathering the documents that you will need. These documents include the following:

+ You and your spouse’s Social Security Numbers. If you do not have a valid Social Security Number,
contact your school or program for alternate application methods.

o Detailed copies of all pages and Schedules of your 2010 Federal Income Tax Return Form 1040,
1040A or 1040EZ (as filed with the IRS) for individuals listed in Sections A and B. E-file recaps and/or
Summary Forms are not acceptable. However, a full line-by-line transcript is also acceptable. Copies of
all 2010 W-2 Wage and Tax Statement Forms, all 2010 1099/1099R for Interest/Dividends,
Pensions/Annuities and/or Misc. Income Forms for individuals listed in Sections A and B.

« If you have not yet filed for 2010, provide a complete copy of your 2009 Federal Income Tax Return
Form 1040, 1040A or 1040EZ (as filed with the IRS). You will also be required to provide 2010
Business Income Estimates for any/all of these businesses.

o Provide year-end documentation of TOTAL AMOUNTS received in 2010 for all Non-Taxable Income
(welfare, food stamps, Social Security, housing assistance, unemployment, Workers' Compensation,
etc.).

« Information about the value and amount still owed on any investments, including real estate.

o Information about the value and amount still owed on your home.

The Second Step is to complete the on-line application. Note: Each time you hit zext on the screen, the
application saves the information on that screen. You will not be able to go back to edit previous pages.

The Third Step is to verify the information that you entered.

The Fourth Step is to submit the nonrefundable $24.00 fee for processing your application. Payments via
VISA, Master Card or American Express are accepted. All payment transactions are protected through the
use of a secure server. If a payment is not received, we will be unable to process your application.

Finally, submit your application to PSAS by December 2, 2011 for review by our staff. You must then print
out the certification document and mail or fax this to us with the following required documentation:

1. Online Certification Statement

2. A complete photocopy of your 2010 federal 1040, 1040A, or 1040EZ form, including all schedules
and worksheets and copies of all 2010 W2 and/or 1099 forms for ALL adults living in the household.
3. Provide year-end photocopies of your Social Services Grant Letter (AFDC, ADC, TANF) and/or
photocopies of your Food Stamps Grant Letter and/or photocopies of your Social Security Benefits
Statement(s) for ALL adults living in the household receiving benefits in 2010.

IMPORTANT: if the above items do not accompany this application, your application will not be
considered complete.

Print a copy of the online certification page and make a copy of all documentation submitted for your records.
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Frequently Asked Questions

Who is eligible to apply?
All families of students entering grades PK - 12 who demonstrate financial need may apply.

What if | have had a divorce? Who should complete the PSAS Student Aid Form?

In the case of divorced families, the parent who claims the child and is responsible for the tuition should
complete the form. If your case is unique, contact PSAS for direction.

Who decides the amount of the grant?

While PSAS will make award recommendations to the Archdiocese of Washington, the final decision lies
with the Financial Aid Committee. All information is kept confidential throughout the process.

Do | have to file separate applications for each child attending a school in the Archdiocese of
Washington?

No. You should list all siblings on the same application. In fact, if PSAS processes applications for schools
that your other children attend, they can potentially be considered for aid from their respective schools with
just one application!

Must | file every year?

Yes. Families are required to reapply every year before the deadline date. This year's deadline is
December 2, 2011.




St. Mary's Catholic School and H.S.A. Committee would like to invite our
Grandparents for our annual -

Grandparents Day

November 22, 2011

Schedule of Events:

0:30am Mass at St. Mary's Catholic Church (following Mass School Halll
" for refreshments)
10:45am Classrooms will be open for visitors
Lunch:
11:30 - 12:00pm  Lunch Grades Pre-K - 2
12:00 - 12:30pm  Lunch Grades 3-5
12:30-1:00pm  Lunch Grades 6 - 8

Lunch Cost is $8.00 per person (Adults and Children same price)

Lunch will include: Roasted Chicken Breast, Mashed Potatoes and Green
Beans and Roll. Provided by Randy's Ribs. Desserts will be served thanks
to donations by our St. Mary's School families.

Portraits:

There will be two photographers on site to take portraits of Grandparents and
their Grandchildren. We ask all who are interested to please
pre-register/pre-pay. All pre-registered customers will go first. Families who
have not pre-registered will still be able to have portraits taken after
pre-registered portraits are completed.
Parking:

Parking will be available in both the upper and lower lots after 9:15am. All

vehicles MUST be moved by 3:00pm.

Order Form attached



Grandparent's Day Order Form

Tuesday, November 22, 2011

Alt lunches must be ordered prior to Wednesday, November 16th!

Please return this form to the SMB office.

Family Name:

Granglparents or Special Persons attending;

Volunteer to Help {please check if interested

| would like to: Homemade desserts (i.e. brownies, cookies, or other finger desserts}
Donate towards a door prize

Help set-up on Monday, November 21, 2011 after 2:00pm
Help on Tuesday, November 22, 2011 {Times available

to }

Lunch Orders:

Number of Grandparents/Student lunch orders
Students name and Grade:

Please enclose cash or check. Make payable to St. Mary's H.S.A.

@ S8.00 per person 5

Portyaits: Please check if you would like to pre-register /pre-pay for portraits.
[Envelopes to be sent home when received from Lifetouch)

Please include all students' names and grades to be inlcuded in the portrait.

Students name: Grade: Students Name: Grade:
Early Dismissal:
Students name; Grade: Students Name: Grade:

My children have permission to leave school with
Parent Signature:

on November 22, 2011,



"N/ ATTENTION PARENTS

Please join us on Tuesday, November 29, 2011
from 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
for a special presentation of:

Raising Good Children in a Materialistic World

This parent presentation will identify key issues in moral development
and focus particularly on the following topics:

Children learn what they live

The Fundamental Elements of Character Development
¢ Core Habits needed for moral growth

Objective Criteria for Christian Conscience

Treat yourself to a digest version of moral development. Find validation
of your parenting style and hear practical suggestions for fostering moral
maturity within children at every stage of life.

ABOUT THE PRESENTER:

Dr. Patricia M. McCormack, IHM is an international formation-education consultant who focuses
on the whele-person development of children. Her practical experience in education
includes both classroom and administration experience at-the elementary, secondary,
and college levels. In addition to a bachelor's degree in theology and sociology and a
master's degree in K-8 education, she holds a doctorate in private school
administration. Currently, Dr. McCormack is director of the IHM Office of
Formative Support for Parents and Teachers, Arlington, VA. She is the author of
the “Parent Partnership Handbook™ feature of Today’s Catholic Teacher magazine,
numerous articles, and several books. Books and CDs will be available for sale.




SIXTH GRADE HOTDOG LUNCHEON
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18TH

HOTDOGS -- $1.00
CHIPS -- 25 cents

BAKED GOODS -- 25 cents

CANDY GUESSING JAR -- 25 cents




St. Mary’s Bryantown’s

Tuition Assistance Program is Now Online

As announced at “Meet the Teacher” night, your Tuition Assistance

Program is now online to help you place and schedule orders for the 2011-
12 school year.

Benefits of Online Ordering:

Increases your flexibility of when to place your order
Reduces ordering errors

Provides reload features and e-card ordering
Families can track their own progress in program

HOW TO START: all families will be emailed their username and

password by Friday 7-October — once you receive this

go to www.shopwithscrip.com

Enter “username” and “password”

* Oncesigned in, it is strongly recommended to go to the “Account” tab
and change your password from the generic one that was issued

e Establish your PrestoPay account, buy clicking on PrestoPay along the
left side of the screen. There is a 7 minute video that will walk you
through the Registration process

e Once your account is verified, please report your 4 digit authorization
code to the program’s coordinator: kagbowling@aol.com, or
robert _horecky@comcast.net

Please Note: St. Mary’s Bryantown will only process your online orders

if supported by Prestopay.
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TUITION ASSISTANCE ORDER FORM

Name: Telephone number in case there |Name & grade of youngest  |Check #:
are gquestions about your order:  |child (weekly white envelope):

Denomination Quantity Total Amount Ordered
BJs (2%) 25
BJs (2%) 50
BJs (2%) 100
Food Lion (5%) 25
Food Lion (5%) 100
Giant (4%) 25
Giant (4%) 100
McKays (5%) 25
McKays (5%) 50
McKays (5%) 100
Nick's of Clinton (5%) 25
Safeway (4%) 25
Safeway (4%) 100
Ritas (10%) 5
Spirit of America Car Wash (15%) 25
Ledos -- Charlotte Hall {10%) - 10
WRITE-IN STORES FROM GLSCRIP BELOW:
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15 ‘ ' .
TOTAL ORDER: RS

Check out www.glscrip.com for daily updates and changes to stores that are offered.
Replacements will not be issued for lost or stolen cards. Please keep in a safe place.
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]Y}A RYLAND
CATHOLIC
CONTERENCE

Introduction

The Bishops of Maryland have writien
a statement on religious liberty which
reviews the history and role of
religious freedom in our society,
highlights present-day threats to this
Jfreedom, and offers ways to get
involved.

Copies of the complete statement are
available at your parish, on diocesan
websites and on the Maryland Catholic
Conferernice website at
www.mdcathcon. org.

The Greater Baltimore Center for
Pregnancy Concerns has a simple
mission: to help expectant mothers in
need, assisting over 1,000 women each
year with support, parenting classes,
furniture, and more.

The Center is the kind of charitable
organization that public officials
should promote, Yet Baltimore tried to
curtail its mission and free speech
rights simply because it is pro-life. No
similar restrictions were placed on
abortion clinics.

Efforts to restrict the rights of
individuals and institutions because of
their religious or moral beliefs are on
the rise here in Maryland and around
the nation. Religious liberty — a right
rooted in our human dignity and
protected by the First Amendment — is
being silently and subtly eroded.

We know that religious liberty isa
foundational element of a vibrant
democracy and helps guarantee those
other precious freedoms we Americans
enjoy. The only way to preserve it, is
through the vigilance of concerned
citizens and their willingness to stand
up for this right.

History

Religious liberty began in the New
World with the founding of Maryland.
It is one of our state’s greatest

THE MOST SACRED OF ALL PROPERTY:

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM AND THE PEOPLE OF MARYLAND

November 2011

contributions to the nation and the
world.

In 1634, settlers arrived at St.
Clement’s Island in Southern Maryland
at the invitation of the Catholic Lord
Baltimore, who had been granted
Maryland by the Protestant King
Charles I of England. While Catholics
and Protestants were killing each other
in Burope, Lord Baltimore imagined
Maryland as a society where people of
different faiths could live together
peacefully.

But Maryland’s early history teaches us
that, like any freedom, religious liberty
requires constant vigilance and
protection, or it will disappear.

Maryland’s experiment in religious
toleration ended within a few decades.
The royal charter was revoked and the
Church of England became the
established religion. Discriminatory
laws, including the loss of political
rights, were enacted against those who
refused to conform. Catholic chapels
were closed. The Catholic community
lived under these conditions until the
American Revolution.

When the framers of our Constitution
adopted a Bill of Rights, religious
freedom was given the distinction of
being at the forefront of the First
Amendment, which guarantees that
“Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of religion
or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof.” This amendment provides the
foundation for our pluralistic society,
in which people of different faiths and
beliefs can live and worship in peace.

A Natural Right

Religious freedom is not merely a civil
right afforded us by our government,
but, more fundamentally, it is a natural
right due each person because of his
human dignity.

Each person is made in the image and
likeness of God. He offers us His love

but He does not force us to accept it.
The Lord respects our freedom to
accept Him or to reject Him; so too
must government and society.

Religious freedom is an essential
element of the human person and a
basic human right. It protects the
ability to practice any faith or no faith.
It preserves the right to follow one’s
conscience, in acts both internal and
external, in private and public, as an
individual and as a member of a
community.

A Contribution to the

Common Good

Religious freedom is so fundamental to
our nature that not only does it uphold
individual human dignity, but it is also
integral to the establishment of a

good and just society. Individuals who
are free to exercise religious liberty are
free to live out their faith in service to
others and to build up the common
good.

Faith groups and religious
organizations often are the largest
providers of private social services,
including hospitals and health clinics,
schools and universities, shelters and
food pantries.

Religious liberty also enables religious
groups to provide a voice for the
voiceless. At the dawn of our nation,
the Quakers led the charge in publicly
challenging our new national
government to abolish slavery.

Religious individuals and groups have
played a key role in reminding society
of their intrinsic value and worth.
Those who suffer from mental or
physical disabilities are often ignored
or, at times, even outright rejected by
society. The Church here in Maryland
was a leader in successful efforts in
1989 to ban the execution of those with
an intellectual disability.

But perhaps the most striking example
of the good fruits of religious liberty is

Marylaud Catholic Conference » www.mdeathcon.org » 301-261-1979 = 410-269-1155


http:www.mdcathcon.org
http:www.mdcathcon.org

the civil rights movement. Led by a
Baptist minister, it expressed an
explicitly religious call for the equal
treatment of African Americans. It is in
this context that Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. wrote from a
Birmingham jail to his fellow ministers
about the difference between just and
unjust laws —a concept that
presupposes a higher law. While Rev.
King argued that there is a legal and
moral responsibility to obey just laws,
he cited St. Augustine for the principle
that “an unjust law is no law at all.”

Subtle Threats

Americans are blessed to enjoy
freedoms for which many in our world
can only hope. But in recent years there
has been a subtle promotion of the idea
that religious liberty should be
restricted to Sunday. morning worship.
The right to exercise our faith and
follow our conscience in all aspects of
our lives are rights that are increasingly
viewed with hostility.

A healthy democracy can function only
when its citizens are able to freely
engage in public debate. That includes
the freedom to approach the public
debate through the lens of faith and
moral values.

Sadly, some view the Church’s very
presence in the public square as an act
of imposition. They claim that our
identification as persons of faith
disqualifies us from participation in the
public debate.

Conscience Rights of Health Care
Workers: Luke Vander Bleek owns a
small-town pharmacy in Illinois that
sells almost every drug — except the
“morning after pill,” to which he has
religious objections. Though a public
hospital just a few blocks away sells it,
the state of Illinois threatened to close
his business and end his career. Mr.
Vander Bleek was forced to retain an
attorney and sue for his right to
practice his profession in accordance
with his religious beliefs. Thankfully,
an Hlinois trial court ruled in Mr.
Vander Bleek’s favor.

Conscience Rights in Health Care
Debate: As part of the U.S.
Department of Health and Human

Services efforts to enact the 2070
Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act, the department is mandating that
all private health insurance plans cover
surgical sterilization procedures and
birth control, including TUD, ‘morning-
after’ pills and abortion-inducing
drugs, in addition to ‘education and
counseling” for women and girls of
reproductive age. What is missing is
any genuine exemption for the Catholic
Church and other religious institutions
to not offer health insurance with these
mandates. Furthermore, individuals
are given no protection against
contributing to these procedures.

Same-Sex Marriage: Religious
institutions and society in general are
not the only ones at risk if same-sex
marriage passes in Maryland.
Religious business owners like florists,
bakers, and musicians would be forced
to work at same-sex marriage
ceremonies. This violation is not
hypothetical. A Christian photographer
in New Mexico was found to have
engaged in illegal discrimination after
the company declined to photograph a
same-sex ceremony. A Methodist
church in New Jersey lost its tax-
exempt status for declining to allow a
same-sex couple to marry in a pavilion
it owned.

Defending Religious Freedom
What do we do to preserve and
strengthen the great gift of religious
liberty?

Prayer: Prayer is the most powerful
tool we have. Conversation with Qur
Lord opens up wellsprings of grace that
enable us to become effective
instruments in His hands and that assist
others in making prudent decisions.

Education: Religious liberty and the
right of conscience will be further
eroded unless the Catholic community
stays informed about the challenges
these rights face and the reasons why
they are integral to a just society.

Action: The most basic way for us to
participate in the political process is
through our votes in local, state, and
federal elections. Qur Maryland
Catholic Advocacy Network, run by
the Maryland Catholic Conference,

provides updates on public policy
issues and provides pre-drafted e-mails
to send to lawmakers. Register online
at www.mdcathcon.org. There are also
opportunities to advocate for religious
liberty in person.

We call on all Marylanders to reaffirm
the basic, foundational principles upon
which our democratic society is built.
Everyone has the right to freedom of
thought, conscience, and religious
belief. No one should be subject to
coercion because of those beliefs.

These are the principles that those first
Marylanders brought with them. These
are the principles embraced by our
founding fathers and by our Church,
These are the principles that are indeed
the most sacred of all property.

Our call as Christians

Conscience is the most sacred of all
property; other property depending in
part on positive law, the exercise.of
that, being dndfzz?al and unalienable
right. - ‘ o o

— James Madison, 1792

Our rulers can have authority over
such natural rights only as we have
submitted to them, The rights of -~
conscience we fééver‘ submitted, we =
could not submit.

~ Thomas Jefferson,

Notes on Yirginia

Religious freedom expresses what is

unique about the human person, for it .

allows us to direct our personal and.
social life to God, inwhose light the
identity, meaning and purpose-of the .
person are fully understood, '

— Pope Benedict XVI, ,
Message for the World Day of Peace,
January 1,2011
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ST. MARY'S BRYANTOWN
8TH GRADE CLASS FUNDRAISER

CAR WASH

Saturday, November 19, 2011
9:00 am - Noon

FREE

Donations Welcomed

Einstein Bagels, Waldorf
3310 Crain Hwy, Waldorf, MD




The Carousel Children’s Boutique is hosting

A CARDUSEL CEDISRITAS

’~ ::,. % %

to benefit the
Southern I\/laryland Carousel Group, Inc.

or cnntact Llsa Case at
301 645 4660 or: 301 843 8884

THE CAROUSEL CHILDREN'S BOUTIQUE
2939 Festival Way,

Waldorf, MD 20601
(Next to Christmas Tree Shop).



